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Church Office:  Tel: 01509 215642 or 01509 237393 

  e-mail: o f f i c e @ l b c w e b . o r g . u k  

Minister:  Revd. Gert Glasius Tel: 07584 994541 

Family Worker:   Bethany Lock Tel: 07818 519457 
Pastoral Worker:  Victoria Edwards Tel: 07557 023383 
General Secretary:  Margaret Thirlwell Tel: 01509 232840 
  
 
SUNDAY 10.45 am with Crèche, Sundiclub & Young People’s Group. 
WORSHIP Communion on 3rd Sunday of the month. 

4.00 pm Sunday@Four   
(3rd Sun in the month instead of 6pm) 
6.00 pm with Communion on the 1st Sunday of the month. 

   
MID-WEEK Bible Study, House Groups and Discipleship and Christian 
 Meditation  courses are run, offering opportunities for 

Christian learning and fellowship. 
 

There are 2 women’s organisations and a “Contact Club” for 
snooker. (For days and times see inside back cover.) 
 
“Link-Up”, a social evening for people with learning 
difficulties, is held on the 1st Saturday of every month. 
 

 CHILDREN & See inside back cover page for details  
YOUNG PEOPLE 

 
 LUNCH BREAK Open Tuesday to Friday: you may bring your own food 

to eat, or buy food and drink for a quiet lunch time. 
Senior Friends connected with the church may belong  
to the fortnightly Lunch Club. 

 
 TRANSPORT to services and meetings is available on request. 

 
FOR FURTHER DETAILS please contact the Church Office 

 Open daily 9 am - 12 noon or look on our web site 
w w w . l b c w e b . o r g . u k  
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Message for the Minister 
 
As your ministry at Loughborough Baptist Church draws to a close at 
the end of this month, we give you, Gert, our very best wishes and can 
assure you of our sincere prayers as you begin a new stage in your 
ministry.  
 
Many of us at Loughborough Baptist Church have much to thank you for 
- many of these thanks have been expressed in words and in writing 
over the past weeks and we hope that you will carry these expressions 
of gratitude and friendship with you as you move on to new areas of 
ministry. 
 
We are glad that you liked Loughborough enough to stay here!  and, 
although you will be leading Sunday services in the area, your 
membership remains with us and we hope to see you at services 
occasionally worshipping with us.   
 
We thank you for your friendship, Gert, your care and your leadership 
and wish you the very best for your future.  
 
 

A prayer for us all: 
Teach us, good Lord,  
to serve thee as thou deservest;  
to give and not to count the cost,  
to fight and not to heed the wounds, 
to toil and not to seek for rest,  
to labour and not to ask for any reward  
save that of knowing that we do thy will;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Ignatius Loyola 

 
Margaret 
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Three texts and some thoughts for February 
 

‘Give thanks every day to our God and Father’  
Ephesians chapter 5 verse 20 
It’s easy sometimes to develop a way of thinking which is sometimes a 
bit negative. We say things like ‘Well that could have gone better’ or ‘I’m 
not really too keen on her/ him.’ Sometimes we can be negative about 
the people with whom we share fellowship. The writer of this letter 
encourages us to be positive, to think of all the things we have to be 
thankful for, all the people who love and care for us, all the good things 
that have happened. As a church and as individuals  we need to give 
thanks for all the good things with which we have been blessed.  
 
‘Speak to the children of Israel, that they go forward’  
Exodus chapter 14 verse 15 
These are the words that God told Moses to speak to the Israelites 
when they had left slavery in Egypt and were standing at the edge of 
the Red Sea – and they were afraid.  Sometimes it’s hard to move 
forward, the present is much more comfortable - we know what we are 
doing, we’ve always done it! But we can’t stay in the past or even in the 
present – we must move on. Who knows what the next years will hold – 
certainly hard work, excitement, sadness, disappointment, perhaps 
things we have never thought of, or hoped for or dreamed of.  We go 
forward as a fellowship, we go forward in faith. 
 
‘And be assured, I am with you always, to the end of the age.’ 
Matthew chapter 28 verse 20 
For me, this is the most important verse. We must thank God for all his 
goodness to us, we must turn to him in our sorrows and difficulties and 
he will be there. The Jesus who came and lived and died and rose 
again is here with us now sharing our joy, our sorrows, our setbacks 
and he leads us on to the place he wants us to be if we will listen to him 
and trust him.                                                                              

Margaret 

February 2020 
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News of the Fellowship 
 
We remember in prayer those who have died and those who mourn.  

We give thanks for the life of Hilary Ketton, Hilary died at the beginning 
of December and we remember Howard and all the family.  

We remember Alex Fairley who also died at the beginning of December. 

We think of others in our fellowship who have lost close family members 
in the last months. 

We think of those recovering from operations or falls 

Paul Anderson, Geraldine Gorse, Shirley Bowler, Victor Winterbottom.  

And of those who are, or have been, not very well: Dennis Coxon, 
Barbara Hubbard, Roger Wakeford 

We think of Gert and of Elaine and ask for God’s blessing on them both 
as Gert comes to the end of his ministry at LBC, that he may look 
towards the future with anticipation and hope as he takes on new roles 
in ministry.  

For the fellowship at LBC that all may look towards 2020 with hope and 
a willingness to work together through the challenges and opportunities 
this new year brings. 

 
 

Quiet reflections 
 

This is my command: 
Be strong, be resolute, do not be fearful or dismayed,                                     

for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go. 
Joshua 1 v 9 
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 ‘Looking Back’ 
 

An excerpt from  an LBC magazine of 10 years ago 
written by Michael Tebbatt as Church Secretary. 

It may give us food for thought in our present situation. 
 
 

Filling the Space 
“I had thought that it might be a good idea to leave the 
front page of the magazine blank, but decided against it. 
Leaving the page blank would have reminded us that over 
the next few months, not only will someone need to write 
an introductory article for the magazine, but that across 
the whole church there will be spaces to fill. During the 
interregnum, which could last for some considerable time, 
all of us will need to play our part in filling the spaces 
created by not having a minister. 
 
On a number of occasions over the past few weeks we 
have invited friends to assist the church by taking on 
responsibilities new to them. Almost without exception we 
have had a positive response to our requests. May this 
continue and indeed may our willingness to take on new 
roles within the church develop and grow. 
 
We are still seeking to discover God’s purpose for us in 
the future both as a church and as individuals. There may 
be many choices open to us over the coming months, and 
there will be occasions when we are unsure which way to 
go. We may be assured that whichever way we choose, 
God will go with us and if the road we choose is not the 
best one for us, he will gently lead us back”. 
        

LBC Magazine December/January 2010 
 



7 

Preachers during  
the interregnum 

 
I have been asked to arrange preachers for worship services during the 
interregnum. You will be pleased to know that I am making good 
progress in this regard. Many of those visiting us will be old friends and 
well known to us. Others will be coming to us for the first time, and I am 
sure we shall make them all very welcome. Where possible we will try to 
include interesting and innovative services in our programme.  
 
I will publish a preaching plan every quarter. Suggestions for preachers 
will always be welcome. 
 
During this period it is very important that we show our church in a good 
light, so that word gets around that Loughborough Baptist Church is a 
good place with which to be associated. One way in which we can do 
this is by making every effort to attend worship regularly, both at 
morning and evening services. 
 
I have no illusions that with so many different visitors coming to lead our 
worship, there will be a few hiccups, but we hope to have contingency 
plans in place to cover all eventualities. The important thing is that we 
have your patient support and understanding and your constant prayers. 
Every good wish and blessing for 2020. 
 

Michael Tebbatt 
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LBC 2020 Vision Re-boot 
 
The Autumn edition of Baptists Together magazine had an interview 
with Glen Marshall, co-principal of the Northern Baptist College. This 
extract from the interview sets out his way of keeping his vision in focus. 
 

“Since becoming co-principal at Northern Baptist College 
five years ago l've developed a mantra (so to speak) that I 
believe helps to keep my ministry on track. My mantra takes 
the form of a series of questions: 
 

* What kind of God do we serve?  
Therefore... 
* What kind of world do we want to see? 
Therefore... 
* What kind of church must we become? 
Therefore... 
* What kind of leaders do we need? 
Therefore... 
* What kind of college should we be? 

 
When l'm swimming against a tide of marking, wrestling with 
university regulations and trying not to miss too many 
deadlines my mantra reminds me that the college exists not 
for itself, but to serve our students that they in turn might 
better serve our churches, enabling them to work and pray 
for the transformation of God's beautiful but broken world so 
that it might better reflect God's glory.” 

 
It strikes me that Glen Marshall’s mantra could serve as a starting point 
for our church as we seek new patterns of ministry to suit our situation 
in Loughborough. Glen will be our preacher on Palm Sunday this year – 
we could ask him what he thinks. 

Mike Limb 
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Reflections on Christmas 
 

Does Christmas seem a long time ago? 
Take a few minutes to remember what we did at LBC! 

 
Messy Church 
Christmas at Messy Church was on 6th December and we began to build up 
a nativity scene. We talked about why baby Jesus was in a manger, made 
the sheep the shepherds were looking after and drew the angels who told 
them about Jesus. Christingle has become a regular celebration at Messy  
Church and we all made one and celebrated at our Christingle Service. We 
enjoyed a meal together at the end of the afternoon.   

Margaret 
 
Food for the Homeless 
Just before Christmas we did a massive shop at Tesco and twelve 
Christmas dinners were distributed to those who, otherwise  would not have 
had one. 
We also took six carrier bags of groceries to Exaireo to be taken out to 
those in need. Thank you all very much for your donations. We do need the 
food which keeps coming in during the week and the money helps us to 
provide at Christmas and to buy anything that is in short supply.   

Margaret 
 
December Magazine - Front Cover 
I was asked, “What do you think of the front cover picture?” What did YOU 
think? What did you notice first, Mary and Joseph looking for 
accommodation in an overcrowded Bethlehem, or the homeless man in the 
lower half? 
If you started with Mary and Joseph and then lowered your gaze to the man 
below you may have realised that, far from the romantic Christmas card 
picture, they were nearer to the position of the homeless man. We know 
they found somewhere but they didn’t know yet. Desperate for something 
better than a shop doorway for somewhere for Mary to give birth they 
probably began to panic even despair of finding anywhere. 
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If, though, you start with the homeless man and then look up, you may 
remember the statement, “Whatever you did for one of the least of these 
brothers of mine, you did for me”. Jesus is to be found in this down and out. 
At this point I must admit that my immediate thought on seeing the picture, 
and the bottom half first, was, Oh. No. Not another pull on the heart strings, 
Another reminder that there are many people who fall outside the comfort 
of our living standard, the homeless, the refugees from war or famine or 
other man made or natural disaster. Another call on our money or time.  

John Rainbow 
 
Forget Me Not  
Christmas preparations for Forget Me Not started back in August when we 
started to practice singing to perform at Carolling Christmas. The months 
flew by and each time we met we would spend 20 minutes practicing, I am 
not sure if we showed much improvement but lots of fun was had trying.  
The day arrived and our members arrived in force, volunteers, people living 
with dementia and their carers all filled the front of the church as we 
passionately sung our hearts out to I’m Forever Blowing Bubbles, My 
Bonnie Lies Over The Ocean, Jingle Bells, White Christmas and We wish 
you a Merry Christmas. It was a truly fabulous moment in FMN history 
which can be summed up in one comment made by one of our members 
who doesn’t speak very much anymore ‘Well that was lovely wasn’t it’ 
We had decided to make a day of it and followed our singing by sitting 
down to a 3 course Christmas Lunch together. The incredible FMN 
volunteers all worked together to facilitate this, thank you to them all as 
they all worked so hard and a great time was had by all.  

Vicky 
 
Over 60s Christmas Lunch 
This was on December 13th.  We had Melon and Ginger starter followed by 
Turkey with all the trimmings, Christmas Pudding and Mince Pies and, as is 
traditional crackers and festive chocolates. David Gabe played Christmas 
Carols to add to our enjoyment. 
Friday Lunch Club is usually  every two weeks throughout the year. If 
anyone would like to join us there are places available. Please let the office 
know if you would like to join us, you will be made most welcome.  

Pam Willett 
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Joy at Christmas time 
We asked young and old who use the millennium rooms what brings them 
JOY at Christmas time 
Food – Ruby, Sandy  
Christmas dinner – Maxine, Josh  
Brussels - Anon 
Grandmas cooking – George  
Chocolates – Lee  
Christmas Pudding – David  
Cooking for guests – Linda  
Friends & Family - Dylan, Michelle, Geraldine, Linda, Delilah, Razia, Sai, 
Eileen, Joan 
Watching Christmas TV – Kathleen  
Christmas Jumpers – George  
Jingle Bells – Katy  
Presents – Kevin, Sheila, Jenny, May, Lilliah, Chris, Mary, Alan 
Giving presents – Jenny  
Seeing people open a gift you have thought long and hard about – Richard 
Reading the Christmas story – Mike  
Going to church - Andrew  
Christmas Lights – Daniel  
When it’s over – Ivor  

Vicky Edwards  
 
Little Stars 
The ‘Little Stars’ enjoyed a Christmas Party with lots of food, singing and a 
visit from Santa with presents for everyone. Many thanks to Richard, 
Bethany and all the helpers and a Happy and Peaceful New Year to all. 

Doreen Clarke 
 
Guiding at Christmas 
The Rangers had a Christmas Party. The Guides, Brownies and Rainbows 
had a joint party with games making Christmas Eve plates . They really 
enjoyed the popcorn making machine and the Rangers made sure that no 
popcorn was wasted.  

Gareth Ferrin 
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Light Up a Life 
Recognising that Christmas is a sad and difficult time for many people; 
perhaps a loved one has died or there is an estrangement in the family we 
decided to give people the opportunity of remembering someone special to 
them. A Christmas tree was erected in the church forecourt and people 
were given the opportunity to write on star shaped cards the names of 
people they would miss and then attach them to the tree. Over 100 did so 
and a short service was held in the forecourt one evening when the families 
of the people named were prayed for. The stars were removed from the 
tree later and people in the church asked to take one and pray for the 
family of the person named. This project obviously met a need for the 
people in the town and we pray that they were comforted at Christmas by 
knowing that the church was remembering them.  

Daphne Hall 
 
 
Monday Nighters 
Our first meeting in December put us right into the Christmas Spirit. Bob 
Massey gave a talk on Christmas Traditions the origins of some, he told us,  
dated back to pagan times. He then went on to Victorian traditions and 
finished in the modern era. 
Our second meeting was a very special one where we joined with St Mary’s 
and friends at Ronald West Court to listen and join in with the ‘Radio 
Leicester Carol Service’. We enjoyed carols, Mulled Wine and 
Refreshments. A lovely beginning to Christmas Week. A special thank you 
to Vicky and all at Ronald West Court for their hospitality.  

Anne Lockley 
 
 
Superstars and Extras 
December proved to be a busy and enjoyable time for our Superstars. We 
played lots of games together and made Christmas decorations. We 
watched the Christmas Story on DVD and then acted it out. We sang ‘Away 
in a Manger’ to baby Jesus. On our final meeting in December we had a 
party and we were visited by Santa.  

Penny Griffin 
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Yarn Angels 
Yarn Angels reached the end of the year on a high. Still buzzing from our 
donation of 303 hats to Loughborough Town of Sanctuary and multiple 
bags of blankets and baby clothes to InterCare we were elated and ready 
for the next challenge. During the last year we have welcomed several new 
‘Angels’ and hope to welcome more this year. Our supplies of yarn have 
never run out and donations large and small keep coming in. Thank you 
everyone for your support. Happy New Year.  

Jean Bates 
 
Carol Singing at the Gabe’s 
David and Margot kindly hosted their annual carol singing evening at 
Tynedale Road. We all enjoyed singing our favourite carols and listening to 
the music played by David on keyboard, Pat on flute and Gill on violin. 
Some members of the ladies’ choir also sang one of their pieces to us. 
The seasonal refreshments and drinks were much appreciated. Thank you 
Margot and David!   

Valerie Green    
 
December with Link Up   
Christmas always starts early for Link Up as we get together on the first 
Sunday in advent to partake in some Festive crafts, enjoy a Christmas tea 
before we go into church to celebrate Christmas together with the evening 
congregation. This years’ service was all about how Christmas feels, poor 
Angel Gabriel wasn’t feeling Christmassy so we set around waking up his 
senses and reminding him to See the light that brings great joy, Hear the 
song that praises God, Hold the baby that is for you, Shout the news that 
our saviour has been born. With the help of Mince pies, Fairy lights, a 
present, sharing the good news and the retelling of the Christmas story he 
thankfully began to feel Christmassy again. 
Our New Year meeting was the ultimate in awakening our senses as we 
had a trip to the pantomime at De Montfort Hall, their take on Aladdin had 
us all laughing, shouting, singing, clapping, booing and even a little bit of 
dancing. A fabulous end to the festive season. 
We received a lovely message from a carer to some of our Link Up 
members ‘Your love & commitment to our lovely residents has made such a 
difference to their quality of life, the link up team are truly appreciated’  
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If you would like to join the Link Up team of volunteers you would be most 
welcome, please feel free to have a chat with me anytime for more 
information. 

Vicky Edwards  
 

Sunday school 
In the lead up to Christmas the Sunday School were looking at different 
parts of the Christmas story.   
The older children also spent time preparing for  the presentation they did 
at the end of the morning service on Sunday 22 December.  This was 
entitled the ABC of Christmas (see below). We discussed what we could do 
for each of the letters, who would dress up and how we could make it fun 
for the congregation.  The children also practised and sang two carols of 
their choice, On a starry night and Away in a Manger. We all enjoyed doing 
this and we hope you enjoyed it too!   
We finished the morning by sitting round the tree to receive a Christmas gift.  
 

The ABC's of Christmas 
by Author Unknown 

 
A is for Angels 
With halos so bright 
Whose carols were heard 
On that first Christmas Night  
 
B is for Bells 
So merrily ringing 
Joy to the world 
Is the message they're bringing  
 
C is for Candles 
That so brightly shine 
To give a warm welcome 
To your friends and mine  
 
D is for Doorway 
With garlands of green 
To make Christmas merry 
As far as they're seen  
 

E is for Evergreens 
With fragrance so rare 
So plentiful at Christmas 
Their scent fills the air  
 
F is for Fun 
The whole season long 
From trimming the tree 
To singing a song  
 
G is for Greetings 
A merry "hello" 
With a heart full of love 
For people we know  
 
H is for Holly  
With berries so red 
To make into wreaths  
To hang overhead  
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F is for Fun 
The whole season long 
From trimming the tree 
To singing a song  
 
G is for Greetings 
A merry "hello" 
With a heart full of love 
For people we know  
 
H is for Holly  
With berries so red 
To make into wreaths  
To hang overhead  
 
I is for Ice 
On snow covered hills 
Where sledding is fun 
Along with the spills  
 
J is for Jesus 
The Christ child so dear 
We honour his birth 
On Christmas each year 
 
K is for Kris Kringle 
So merrily he stands 
He is who they call Santa 
In so many lands  
 
L is for Lanterns 
I am sure that their light 
Helped Mary and Joseph 
That first Christmas Night  
 
M is for Mary 
Her heart full of love 
For her little son Jesus 
Who came from above  
 

N is for Noel 
The angels did sing 
To herald the birth 
of Jesus, our King  
 
O is for Ornaments 
So shining and bright 
With lights on the tree 
To sparkle at night  
 
P is for Presents 
With ribbons so gay 
All 'round the tree 
For our Christmas Day  
 
Q is for Quiet 
Christmas Eve Night 
With snow covered hills 
Glistening so bright  
 
R is for Reindeer 
Who pull Santa's sleigh 
To your house, to my house 
They know the way  
 
S is for Shepherds 
Who first saw the star 
Over Bethlehem's manger 
And followed it far  
 
T is for Trees 
We decorate so gay 
Then wait for ole Santa 
To hurry our way  
 
U is for Universe 
Where Christmas brings joy 
To all in the world 
To each girl and each boy  
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V is for Visiting 
Friends near and far 
We travel by plane 
Or by bus, or by car  
 
W is for Wise Men 
Who brought gifts so rare 
And knelt down and worshiped 
The child they found there  
 
X is for X-mas 
Or Christmas by full name 
No matter the language 
It all means the same  
 

Y is for Yule Logs 
Whose bright sparks fly high 
To give a warm welcome 
To friends passing by  
 
Z is for Zeal 
We show at this time 
In giving to others 
And loving mankind 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Loughborough Ladies Choir 
 
The Ladies Choir over the Christmas period sang at Carolling Christmas 
at the beginning of December it was a great morning, a lovely way to 
start the Christmas period. 
 
The Lunchtime Concert has become part of our schedule of the year. It 
gives us time to learn new carols, some which our Conductor Jackie 
Rotter has composed. We were joined this year by Eleri and Hannah 
Bristow who sang duets and this added to the enjoyment of the concert.  
The monies raised at these concerts is for Rainbows and the cheque is 
handed over at this occasion. 
  
Our sadness this year was that Becky Norton our accompanist had 
resigned and these were her last two concerts and she will be missed  
very much. The choir is now in search for someone to replace her, this 
is a difficult task as accompanists are like gold.  

Elaine Grimley 
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Forgotten Hymns (3) 

Growing up in East Kent, we attended the village Chapel in Eastry. It 
was one of seven small Chapels, built in Victorian times in local villages, 
but sharing one Membership with the larger Chapel in the village of 
Eythorne, which was big enough to hold everyone for special occasions, 
including Church Anniversary on Good Fridays. There we marked the 
Church’s foundation in 1550, surprisingly sixty years before the official 
founding of the Baptist Church in London around 1612! 

In turbulent Reformation days, when by law people were forbidden to 
meet for worship other than in the “Church of England”, groups of “Non-
conformists” gathered in secluded country places, in barns or woods, 
and people walked miles from surrounding villages and towns 
(Canterbury and Dover) to worship together and read from Tyndale’s 
English Bible, possibly helping to smuggle copies into England. For 
them this hymn would be particularly appropriate 

“Jesus, where’er Thy people meet,                                                              
There they behold Thy mercy seat;                                                        
Where’er they seek Thee, Thou art found,                                                   
And every place is hallowed ground.” 

Baptists have always believed that the Church is not the building but the 
people, and wherever believers meet, they meet with God. It becomes 
even more appropriate nowadays when many groups of Christians meet 
in day schools or community buildings.          

I chose this hymn (no longer in the hymn books) at Hugglescote 
Community Church, where Baptists and Methodists (having sold both 
their “churches”) meet in the Community Centre. 

Also, I particularly like the second verse – 

 “For Thou within no walls confined,                                                          
Inhabitest the humble mind;                                                                          
Such ever bring Thee where they come,                                                     
And going, take Thee to their home.” 
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All believers have something of the Spirit of Jesus in their hearts, so 
when we come together, we collectively “bring Him” with us. It is in this 
way that Jesus is “among us always”. So I don’t so much try to imagine 
a 1st Century Jesus sitting with me in the congregation, as endeavour 
see something of Him in our fellow-believers. Then, strengthened by the 
fellowship, “going” home we know He is still with us in our hearts and 
lives. 

This hymn was written in 1769 by William Cowper for the fellowship at 
Olney (Northants) when they moved the Sunday morning prayer 
meeting to a larger room in the “Great House” (a secular location) 
because of the number of people wishing to attend. He recorded the 
occasion 

“On a Sabbath morning in winter I rose before day and by the light of a 
lanthorn trudged through snow and rain, to a prayer meeting at the 
Great House….there I found assembled forty or fifty poor folk, who 
preferred a glimpse of God’s countenance and favour to the comforts of 
a warm bed.” 

                                                                                 DRB 

 
The Coming of the Healer 

 
And then they brought the suffering ones, the lonely or the dear, 
And laid them at the Healer’s feet, from far away or near: 
Then bent before the Wondrous one and earnestly besought 
That they might only touch the hem around His garment wrought. 
 
He heard the prayer and gave the will and strength to touch the hem; 
And gave the faith, and virtue flowed from Him and healed them: 
For everyone whose feeblest touch thus met the Saviour’s power 
Rose up in perfect health and strength in that accepted hour. 
 
Grant the will and strength and faith to such, 
As lie in helpless misery, Thy garment’s hem to touch.                   
                                            

Frances Havergal 
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Alex Fairley   1925 - 2019 
 

EARLY YEARS: Alex was born in January 1925 in, of all places, Canada’s 
mountainous province of British Columbia.  His Glaswegian father, who 
worked in insurance, died of TB when Alex was 3 months old. When he 
was two years old Alex’s English mother made the epic journey with her 
baby boy back to England by train right across Canada and then by boat 
across the Atlantic. They went to live in Hastings in Sussex with relatives, 
which was where Alex grew up.  He never returned to Canada.   Indeed I 
never heard any mention of his ever leaving Britain again, although I did 
spot him on the Isle of Wight once when he was on a bus holiday! 

1940s: During WWII Alex took the equivalent of A-levels and in 1942 
enrolled for a mathematics degree at King’s College London (at that time 
evacuated to Bristol). In 1944 he failed the second year degree 
examinations and that meant military service! But, perhaps fortunately, he 
also failed the army medical and so was sent back to his studies only to 
fail his Final Year exams in 1945. However, being Alex, he persisted and 
in 1946 he finally passed and was awarded a B.Sc. He then obtained a 
Diploma in Education at Bristol University in 1947 and taught mathematics 
and physics for four years in two schools but did not much like it.  

TEACHING IN LOUGHBOROUGH: In 1951 Alex was appointed a 
mathematics lecturer in the then Loughborough College (based in 
Greenclose Lane) and he was to remain teaching in Loughborough until 
his retirement some 40 years later, by which time the College had become 
a College of Technology, then a College of Advanced Technology and 
then (in 1966) Loughborough University of Technology.  Meanwhile, Alex 
was encouraged to improve his modest qualifications so he studied for an 
external M.Sc. from London University (through Derby College), which he 
obtained in 1963. Alex was promoted to a Senior Lectureship in 1973. 
This promotion came about with support from his ambitious 
entrepreneurial Head of Department with whom he and another lecturer 
wrote some well-received textbooks entitled ‘Mathematics for Engineers 
and Scientists’.  Actually, the two lecturers did most of the work but the 
HoD got most of the royalties! His great love was teaching and he did no 
research and minimal administration. He excelled at teaching 
mathematics to engineering students and, later, to those training to be 
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mathematics teachers, showing immense care and patience and an ever-
open door. In contrast, Alex had no time for administration (or for 
administrators), and disliked any distractions from, or interference with, his 
teaching. He was very popular with the students and this was reflected in 
the fact that quite a few kept in touch with him long after leaving 
Loughborough. He took great pleasure in awarding high marks to 
hardworking students. In contrast he showed great displeasure when I, as 
Chair of the Departmental Teaching Committee, suggested that his marks 
should be kept in line with those awarded by other members of staff!          
Alex 1, Administrator 0. 

Alex was obliged to retire in 1990 (aged 65) but continued to teach part-
time for three more years and no doubt would have done so for much 
longer (even without pay!) but that was not allowed. 

PARK ROAD:  In 1961 Alex’s mother moved from Hastings and bought 
the house in Park Road to provide a home for Alex, instead of lodgings 
which he had endured for 10 years; and an aunt came too. He drove a 
distinctive small red Renault (1968 G registration - RUT171G), which may 
have been the only car he ever possessed!  The aunt died in 1970 and his 
mother in 1979, aged 96.  It was then (1979) that Alex joined the 
University Choir, and for the next 39 years seldom missed a rehearsal. 

RECREATION: Alex’s physical recreation was swimming. On Saturday 
afternoons he would spend the whole 2 hour session swimming up and 
down the University’s tiny 15m pool with a powerful crawl … reminiscent 
of an oil-tanker.   After his retirement he continued making waves at 
Brown’s Lane Leisure Centre. 

HOBBIES: Alex was very keen on buses and enjoyed taking bus journeys. 
He acted as ‘conductor’ of the LBC minibus. At home, he was an avid 
reader and relished the challenges of jig-saw puzzles and quiz books. He 
did not have (or want) a television, and as far as I know did not use a 
radio or record player either. 

CHURCH LIFE: On coming to Loughborough, from 1952 onwards Alex 
was a faithful church-goer at Loughborough’s Anglican churches All Saints 
(mornings) and Holy Trinity (evenings). Preferring Holy Trinity he joined 
their choir in 1955 and became Church Treasurer in 1969 … a post he 
held for the next 28 years. In the 1980s, encouraged by visiting organists 
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who helped out by playing at Holy Trinity (Tony Payne, Harry Pakes and 
David Gabe) he started singing first with the LBC choir (evenings) and 
later also with Frederick Street URC (mornings). With its congregation 
diminishing Holy Trinity finally closed in 1997. Rather than transferring to 
All Saints along with the remaining congregation (and joining that choir), 
Alex chose to continue with the URC and LBC choirs, feeling more 
welcome there. Free Churches 1, Anglicans 0. 

For Alex, the primary focus of church-going was, evidently, participation in 
choral music. He was grateful for the opportunities and warm welcome he 
received at the Free Churches … at what was clearly a difficult time for 
him. In turn he was generous in supporting the churches. 

Circumstances change over time, of course, not always to our liking. In his 
URC magazine’s life-story he said “I have become somewhat disillusioned 
with the Baptist Choir as they have effectively decided to commit suicide 
.… they no longer sing every Sunday evening but only when there is 
something special involved.”!    Alex 1, Baptist Church 0.  

Clearly disappointed, he nevertheless wrote more positively about the joint 
musical events of the Free Church Choirs involving Loughborough’s URC, 
LBC and Trinity Methodist. 

DECLINING YEARS: Alex eventually gave up swimming and, even later, 
the University Choir but his singing continued at church until virtually the 
end of his life.  There was no shortage of people willing to transport him to 
the various choirs in his later years and for that he was always very 
appreciative.  

Over his long life it appears Alex changed very little, maintaining his 
mental agility, and keeping his quiet sense of humour. As his health 
declined he was supported by our Minister and Pastoral Worker, and 
others. He died peacefully at his home in the early hours of December 5, 
fittingly just a few hours after University Choir Christmas Concert.   

Like many other people, I am very pleased to have known Alex and will 
always think of him with affection. There was no one quite like Alex! 

David Green 
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About televisions – and other data 
I guess I’ve always played “Catch up” with Television – though not in the 
way you might think! 
My family first owned a TV when I was 16 years old; long after one of my 
childhood playmates asked where the Television was in our house. 
Of course, that didn’t mean I never watched it. I enjoyed visiting friends and 
other houses in my family to see particular programmes. 
Then, maybe a couple of years after we were married, a relative passed on 
an old TV set, which we used until one evening when the football on 
“ Match of the Day” disappeared into the fog in the centre of the screen! It 
didn’t bother us enough to replace it. 
It was probably a year later when David was convalescing from paralysis 
that one of the members of our church in Cheltenham arranged for a TV to 
be installed in our house to help the hours pass less slowly. And so we kept 
that TV for many years; so many that our children were almost 
embarrassed to show their friends that we didn’t have a colour TV! 
Recently, we have been pleased to upgrade to a larger screen, making 
viewing easier on the eyes. So now we really can do Catch-up! 
However, we don’t particularly enjoy watching in HD which shows the 
minutest wrinkle or spot. But I pricked up my ears when I heard a 
conversation on the radio about this very subject. 
Smart TVs use data storage from the internet. Despite the common 
terminology, data is not stored in a Cloud somewhere in the sky. There are 
huge plants in many countries which use an enormous amount of electricity 
to keep the data stored safely. 
Watching in High Definition uses TEN times as much power as in “normal” 
mode! 
Of course the use of electronic devices is here to stay. There is so much 
that has benefited mankind and improved our lives. 
But perhaps we should start to practise a better mindfulness about how we 
use our devices. 
The information below is from an article on the website of “The Independent 
“ (too long to give a link but I will happily send it if anyone is interested to 
read through it) 
“When browsing the web, an average internet user yearly needs about 365 
kWh electricity and 2,900 litres of water, which corresponds to the CO2 that 
is emitted when you travel a good 1,400 km by car.” 
Food for thought! 

Gill Butcher 
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A Conversation with Gill 

Some time ago they asked us to cut down on ‘Water and Power’ because 
of the growing population. So I’m only having the washing machine on once 
a week, mainly for sheets and towels, other smaller items I’m hand washing. 
Also, when the kettle is boiled, we switch off at the wall, when the toast is 
done we switch off at the wall and the same with the cooker. Hoping to 
lessen the bill and use less power. 

Anna Pratt 

 
 
 

Baptist Women’s Fellowship 
 
A new year, a new decade and a new B.W.F. We will still be meeting on 
Tuesday afternoons, mostly at the same time i.e. 2.30pm – 4.00pm and 
mostly in the same place i.e. Millennium Suite.  
 
On the first Tuesday of the month we will have a social time together – 
chatting, knitting, telling stories, reading poems doing quizzes or anything 
else we fancy. Of course, this will include tea and biscuits.  
 
On the second and fourth Tuesdays of the month we will have a Speaker. 
 
On the third Tuesday of the month we will have lunch together in the 
Church café and then go in to listen to the Lunch Time Concert. We will 
then round off the day with tea and biscuits in the Millennium Suite.  
 
If this takes your fancy we will be very pleased to welcome new members 
to our new B.W.F. 
                                                                                           Sandy Northcote  

 

 

 



24 

Monday Nighters 
Our first meeting in February is on Monday 3rd when we join Mike & Lilian 
Limb on their latest travels. 

On Monday 17th February we have a talk by Deidre MacGowan  "Hatpins 
& Fashion Accessories" 

There is a change to our programme on Monday 2nd March when our 
speaker will be Dr David Green. 

Everyone welcome, our aim is friendship 

 

 

2020: Dates for your diary 

Vision Day 
On Saturday 14th March Mark Clay, our regional minister, will be leading a 
Vision Day, at church from 10.00am – 3.00pm. The aim of this day is to 
think and talk together about our future as Loughborough Baptist Church. It 
is very important that as many members of the church and congregation 
come together on this day. There will be a creche for children and a light 
lunch will be available during the day. Pease pray about this day and about 
the church as we move forward,  please put the date in your diary and sign 
up early in the New Year. 
 
Annual Church Meeting 
At the church meeting on Thursday 21st November we decided that the 
Annual Church Meeting would be held on Saturday 25th April at 3.00pm.     
It would be good if we could have a good, representative attendance – a 
creche will be available and refreshments will be provided. 
 

Margaret (Thirlwell) 
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Rotas for February 
 
 
CHURCH FLOWERS               
Feb 2nd In memory of Mrs Cumberland 
Feb 9th  Elaine Grimley  
Feb 16th  Pauline Anderson 
Feb 23rd Celia Wilkinson 
 
 
SATURDAY STEWARDS COFFEE MORNINGS 
Feb 1st Richard O’Connor Aim for Change:  
Feb 8th  David Gabe British Heart Foundation  
Feb 15th Stan Cramer B.M.S. 
Feb 22nd  Gareth Ferrin Guides  
 
 
CHURCH STEWARDS          
 
Mornings  
Feb 2nd    Shade Ojo, Harry Plumptre            
Feb 9th    Margot Gabe, Victoria Edwards   
Feb 16th   Katie & Michael Tebbatt  
Feb 23rd    Anne Lockley, Peter Taylor 
 
Evenings 
John & Brenda Newton  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Items for the March magazine should be handed into the office or sent to 
edward-atkin@hotmail.co.uk by NOON on Sunday 23rd February 2020 

mailto:edward-atkin@hotmail.co.uk
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Calendar for February 
         
 
Sun 2nd     10.45 Family Worship: Revd Roy Monks 
 6.00 Joint Service with  
  Soar Valley Gospel Partnership at LBC 
 
Tues 4th    10.00 Yarn Angels 
Wed  5th    3.30-6.00  Messy Church 
Thurs 6th    11.00 Forget me nots 
Fri 7th 12.45 Luncheon Club 
 
Sun 9th    10.45 Family Worship: Revd Ian Smith 
 6.00     Evening Service:   
  Spiritual Development Team 
 
Sun 16th  10.45      Family Worship with Communion: 
  Revd Neil Draisey    
                 4.00      Sunday @ Four 
                                          
Tues 18th  10.00    Yarn Angels  
Thurs 20th   11.00    Forget me nots  
 7.30     Church Members’ Meeting  
Fri 21st       12.45 Luncheon Club   
   
Sun 23rd    10.45    Family Worship:  
  Revd Wake Hudson-Roberts 
 6.00    Revd Howard Ketton  
 
Tues 25th  12.45   Lunchtime Concert: 
  Students from Endowed Schools 
 
 

 

 



27 

REGULAR ACTIVITIES 
 
SUNDAY  10.45 Family Worship (Crèche, Sundiclub & Young People’s Group) 
WORSHIP 4.00 Sunday@Four  (Third Sunday of the month) 

 6.00 Evening Worship       
   

TUESDAY TO FRIDAY 12.00 -   2.00       Lunch Break   
 

MONDAYS  1.00 *Little Stars* (for babies, toddlers and their Carers) 
 5.15 Rainbows (girls aged 5-6) 
 6.15 Brownies (girls aged 7-11) 
 6.45 Guides (girls aged 11+) 
 7.00 Rangers and Young Leaders (girls aged 14+) 
 6.30 Contact Club  (snooker for all) 
 7.30 Monday Nighters, first & third in the month (friendship for all) 
 

TUESDAYS 10.00 Yarn Angels (knitting and crocheting for charities) 
 12.45 Lunchtime Concert (Third Tuesday in the month) 
 2.30 Baptist Women’s Fellowship (devotional meeting) 
 6.30 Film Club, 1st & 3rd Tues (young people 10 to 16)  
 7.30 Creations    (hand crafts, first and third Tuesday in month) 
   

WEDNESDAYS   1.45  Badminton Club 
 3.30 Messy Church – for families, first Wednesday every month 
 7.30 Ladies Choir 
  

THURSDAYS 11.00 “Forget Me Not” – Fortnightly (for those living with dementia) 
 7.30 Church Meeting – Third Thursday most months 
   

FRIDAYS 12.45 Luncheon Club (Senior Friends, alternate weeks) 
 5.00 *Superstars* and SSExtra (boys and girls aged 5 - 11) 
 6.30 Music Group (preparation for worship) 
 7.15 Church Choir practice  (as required) 
   

SATURDAYS      10.00   - 12 noon : Coffee Morning 
 6.30 Link-Up  (First Saturday of the month) 
 

WEEKDAY EVENINGS  House Groups, Bible Study, Christian Meditation Group,   
  Discussion and Prayer Groups  
  (Enquire at the office for days and times) 
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Prayer of the future 
Have you ever prayed to God? I’m talking about the God of Israel. God can 
do miracles. Some people worship statues instead of the real God. Some 
have not accepted that God is real. 

You see, God loves you in everything you do. He helps you with absolutely 
everything. He helps you get good grades and he just helps you to be who 
you are. 

Whenever you run away from God (like disobeying God or doing bad 
things), you can always come back to God and he will turn the bad things 
good. 

You can’t see God until you go to heaven. Some don’t go to heaven 
because they didn’t follow God’s instruction. 

Here is another suggestion, how about you look at the pictures below 
carefully: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now you have seen the pictures, right? Read it out and repeat them. Think 
about those words while seated and think about all the things you are 
curious about. Like who made the world and the people or who saved 
everyone from World War 1 & 2? Who gave you a great family? 

It was God; it was all God’s work. He made the whole wide world. He saved 
everyone; He provides things for the people. God does miracles. 

So keep all of that in your mind. God is always watching you. He will keep 
you safe. Remember God is always out and about. 

Grace Ogunkolade 
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